Dear Representative_______________:

I write in support of H.R. 2125, the Surface Transportation Safety Act of 2009.  

This legislation was introduced by Chairman Rahall (D-WV) and enjoys the support of eleven cosponsors representing members of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee from both sides of the aisle.  Under the provisions of H.R. 2125, the longstanding, successful Section 130 rail-highway crossing program would be extended at the current funding level of $220 million per year and enhanced with project prioritization and transparency requirements.    As a railway supplier, my company supports sustained dedicated funding for the Section 130 program.  The rail supply industry supports the highway and railroad industry through products and services, as well as through research and development.  

The Highway Safety Act of 1973 created the Section 130 grade crossing program and funds have been apportioned to States annually for the installation of new warning devices, the upgrade of existing devices and surfaces, and the separation and closure of grade crossings.  In 1972, there were approximately 12,000 collisions between trains and motor vehicles annually and by 2008, the most recent year for which preliminary statistics are available, the number of train/motor vehicle collisions has been reduced by approximately 80% to 2,391.  This is an outstanding safety program aimed at saving motorists lives at rail-highway grade crossings.  The consolidation of this program would cause a reversal in the huge gains in safety already achieved.  In addition, with the expansion of freight rail traffic and the intention to expand intercity passenger rail service throughout the nation, the need to protect these intersections will become increasingly important.  The provisions of H.R. 2125 will solidify the nation’s safety gains and ensure that motorists make it to their destinations safely in the years to come
On behalf of my company, and the rail supply industry, I strongly urge you to support H.R. 2125 and retain the Section 130 grade crossing program with its dedicated funding as the House considers reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU. 
Thank you for your help with this important program and if you have any questions or are interested in cosponsoring, please contact Matt Taylor in Rep. Nick Rahall’s office at, (202) 225-3452 or at, matthew.taylor@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,

